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n which Anſwer is proved, aa 
wherewith Mr. Eavards chargeth hingigfalfe, 
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FT.is my hearts gricf that I am engaged, to uſe my Pen, in . 
matters that requires a publik (acisfaction,in anſwring of 
M. Edwards ; but in as muchas1 apprehend , char itsthe 
will of God, [ am facisficd,and am willing to give himan 
Anſwer : though I am altogether unwilling, that hacred 


Wards his hatred, a ſweet and Chriſtian-like Anſwer, and that jn muck Ran 
patience : Alſo, that truth may appear for me,and not my {cl ( who de- 
ſires nothing more then the braces of Peace & Truth )inanſwering of M. aw 


Edyvards, that part of his Gangrena, wherein he. charges me wich many fe 


things ; and where withall he ſeckes, not onely to take away my good 
name, but (alſo) againſt all Chriſtianicy,my lively-hood-O that we coytd may 
bur liveanſweripg Pauls Bowels of Compaſſion, lweetly. id @ Chrilt-lke 
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one another, : f y $e0ire, | 
« Edwards 18 pleaſed to begin thus, ( ſpeaking of me by name ) h 


ey 
faich,that I was charged before che Honourable Houſe of Lords, for Jeli-Gp0ah na 


vering blaſpkemous Nocrines,which (he ſaich) I bave recanted of : this 
1s his firſt Charge, * 
Irs true indeed, that I was before the Houſe of Lords;but Iwonder,and 
its ſomthing ſtrange,thatI ſhould recant of thoſe blaſphemous deArines, -* 
when indeed, as unto me they were read, I did not own them : Its true, 
there was many Dodtrines read over unto me, by the Clerk of the Lords 
Hoaſe,which would admit of dangerous and blaſphemousConſtructions,, 
& avere of dangerous conſequences;andeed quite contrary unto my judg="7 
ment,or opinion ; but I having liberty to declare my {clt concerning 
them betore that Honourable Houlc;I did both tothe Houſe,and tothole 
worthy Mo s of the DE ,xwvho were s {ran bs ex4:Nine git; and 
235.1] thought did give {atistaction, as did appear by my relealſemgnt 
out of Prifon ( Ns {6 re did remain a little _ bulivelle. ) Nowat 
this were 4 recaniatien, T1 rcter it to-wile judicious covſiderations.: * 
But grant it were 4 recantation,l had then wiaereof,notto be aſhamed 
bus to glory ia re{pet ot mercy {hewed megith ny of chem ; bur 1s 
tt nt agatult comgion realon,that Mr. Edwards ſhould divulge the facyo 
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ſhould anſwer hatred,and malice,malice ; but that love may give M. E4- bean out 
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riches.as by fad experience is wofully witneſſed : y good a 
wildome fe Facker, if that after his Son ſhoujd contcifee of worldh: ; 

A rurn from ir,that his Father ſhould declare the ſame to the working of 

CoA by his Child were rendred odjous,and thereby loſt his good name : Ox. 

- aoii _ in this caſc coarmon reaſon ſtand berween Mr. Edwards and my ſelf. 

*  Secondly,vrant thar I had recanted of ſuch fad blaſphemous doftrines, 
nbc waltz O what cauſe of rejoycing ; and it had been his duty to apraiſed God for 
oo God wv 9W-ic on my behalf, knowing that praiſe waiteth for God in Syon.God waits *F' 

XP codous good,and to be mercifull unto us, and we ſhould wait topraiſe - 
; beGodand coler paſſe no opportunity , nox receive no mercy, bur praiſe- 
+ **:. ſhould begiven forth to God : But how doth Mr, Edwards wait upon 
z0d , as. for every beame of love to praiſe God, who ſends forth the glo- 
[erions beames thereof to the Sons of men; when he in his writing vents - 
I bs pefoching bur («lf and hatred,in cherendring me odious to the world , as if 

" my recamation had bin an errour, and fo the thingsof which I did recant 
fa trfth were truth, Certainly, he was valy zealous, buc not according to knows ap 
49 +. ledge;for knowledg wonld(as I conceive )have ranght him otherwiſe (e- 

ares. ven tohave praiſed God with me on my behalf) tor corvincipgofine of 
phe wahthoſe dangerous and blaiphemous doRrines,there being no work of God, | =_ 
| # Bar what (of us all) yorthy of all praiſe, but more eſpecially the work | 
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»* Which to us is one of the greateſt miracles wroughc by divine po- z 
FT wer (even the. turning of a ſoule. from errour unto cruth)knowing, that | P 
the not knowing of Ged, and the way of Go?, in a ttue manner, or Go» | 1 
m3 of Foals | way, doth deprive the ſoule of many ſweet and precious enjoyment * 
:God,and Gofpel priviledges, alſo) thac he that rurneth a ſoule from 
; finne,faverh it from Hell, O chat Mr. Edwards would take it,and {criouſly 
i lot? oy +, 0p of it, whether he be greater chen the Angels m Heaven ; or whe- 
wifi, r Pride be greater in him then in them : for certainly one of theſe mult 
bh be, inas muchas there is great joy amongſt them, over one finner that 
arms from his way : Now if they ſtoop down tous poor Cteatures, fo as 
ro rejoyce at our returning from fin unto God ( oh why ſhould not. Mr. © | 
Fdwards) (nay ) and how doth God himſclfembrace and provide a fatted 
Calf tor his prudigail Son, that returns home unto him ? now if ſo be, 1 
have bin a prodigall Son(as indeed in ſome meaſure I have been)and have 
fed upon husks 7 which he tearms blaſphemous NoRtrines ) and at laſt T 
have turned,or God hath drawn me from them to truth, O what caule is 
here of Mr. Edwards embracing of me, and taking me into his love and 
fayour,ſceing that God hath done #t before him 2 but hoy doth he pas | 
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barre and providey-s fatred 
yes. Tait. Ne cho5 feede upon ; but he is ſofarre from em 31 


that Pots not only to make me oJious ts himſclfe;/bat gould, ” 
k is fo farre from providing a fatted Calfe, as that if » 
_ he would provide for me, :{canc and poore price,and a Is 
"and- bitcer Þire , as doth appeare by his writings ; and- hot _ 
y for me , bur for the precious Ele& and beloved ones of God, that . 


re not in every thing of his judgement, truly, I could heartily wiſh that 

aits Ave were all of one heart and one minde, prayſing, and rejoyſing in the 
raiſe. Lord ; bur ſeeing its not ſo, nor neither I nor Mr. £dWards can tell how 
aiſe. Ko fulfill our wills'therein , and indeed as ] may fo fay, its not the will 
pon - fof God ſo to have it-as yet, O why ſhoald he or any murmure againſt 
lo. jthe hand of God herein, or envy thoſe who are not in every thing of his 
its - | Judgement ? or why ſhould he feeke te render them odious unto the 
1 —_ (whom I am confident neither he nor any can fay arc odious un- 


1t {ts God) a moſt (ad thing to cenſure of,and that which would it rightly 


;= # applycd, draw blood from the ; 8s it hath done by many precious precious ONS I 


. . | ones, and indeede is below the proteRion the perfection of Saints; "for ,,.. s:nv<- 
F |! that leades them to walke in wayes they know and do agree in, and if in 


any thing they be otherwiſe minded , God will reveale that unto | 
| them, here is now-pertcRion , and a Goſpel ſpirit; but now Mr. a GorpeL 5pindtt 
| Edwards is fo farre from this perteRion , and walking this Goſpel | 
path, that te neither exhorts, or ſeeks to walke with any , that with hum 
in eyery thing doth not agree ; nor yet praiſe God with me on my 
' behalfe, who as he writes, hath -recanted of former blaipheagnics, 
wherein confident I am , we did diſagree 5 which" implycs both 
want of Knowledge , and want of Love; wane of Knowledge in 
that he knowes not what the duty of one Chriſtian is to another, 
when there-is a Chriſtian convinced of his error (nay) this 8a great 
dity towards God :; becauſe that when we praiſe God , in the be» 


halfe of one converted ; we do tkerem advance God , and as m duty we 

| are bound, declare his workes, which for his $aj kes in Syon, b. 

/ holding him forth ro the ſoules convincer. _ 

dy It ioplies want of Tove, that if he knew what were his 091 Sera. 

| Chri aty, wont of love to carry. him forth to performe his daty wat of Lowe 5 
towards any,even the icaſt and meaneſt of all Sainzs, Irs true, 1 um aſtrar»Gn Sort wo pers 

| erto him, and he to mezyer nor {o itrange bur we'bclieve each other to , 8 

be Chriſtians , now if he had, had any love towards me, or Chit= 1 oy c nnd Rene 

| ſtianiry, it would have carried bim forth to have aRted- the as cfryad i "_e 

Chriſtianity , or if he had not believed me to - be a Chviſtian, - ty | 

Rue) yet i 
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Fany above himſcife , or may infi | 
> feare;evenfoir calts our of the ſpiric wo 2, XEtOwardd nn, 
; ons tothe contrary, ahd drawes it tolive above %lath, calts gue. 
. and the weakneſſes of others in love with them; as Lath&t all dechin.;: * 


. 
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$14 +2», Andin his fellow-Sajnts, aut of ſelf&,as ſelf in them, ſweetly as thxgag, © © 
+. »» tf this were qur practiſe-one towards another, then would wepraiſczno— 


Joy-in the Lord, for the behalte ene of another. 

But me thinks I heare ſome fricnds in the Lord ſpeak, in the behalfe 
of Mr. £dwvards his practice (ſaying) how could he do any otherwiſe 
then he hath done ? when as he faith ,I fave fince my recantation been 

im Suffolk, Effex, and Kent, venting e Antinomian dodirines. 

Olet the Sons and friends of Syox judge, whether if I had vented ſince 
my recantation eAntinomian Dottrines, 1t were a (ufficient reaſon for his 
practice, when as Incver from,him did reccive any brotherly or friendly 

' admoanition ;-and the Scripture ſaith, thac if thy Brother creipaſſe, thou 
{ſhould not preſently tel ic the Church)rill afcer ewice or chrice admoniſh- 


ment: but how-doth he trace this Goſpell-path? when witl.our any ad- 


moniihment hedivulges me to the world ; a molt {ad thing, that he who 
profeſſcs himſelf to be a Goſpell Miniſter, ſhould nor,nor doch not himſelf 
tread Goſpel-paths, buc he himſelf is a cranſgreflour thereof. Truly, if I 
miay herein bejugdge,. I conceive, thar if rightly conſidered of, it makes. 
much againft him,and thac becauſe of my recantation,as he calls it; tar if 
fo bethat I had recanted of Doftrines blaſphemous , then I conceive ic 
was anArgumet ſufficient enough to cary him torth,as tollowerh(viz.), 
not as his Brethren did, but in a brotherly manner to. have informed me 
of the erroneouinefle of thuſe (nameleſſe) oe Antivomian DoFrines, which 
as he fſaitb,I have venced ; for ifhis Brethrens information cauſed me to 
recanc,then ſurely it will appear to any reaſonoble man, that their expe- 
rience of my wilngnes not only to heare their informatign;but alſo to re- 
ceive the ſame, would have been to any reaſonable man, a ſuthicient Ar- 
gument to have cauſed him to have inforuxed me( not with a priſon )bur 
um. a Goſpel way, to have opened to me, the miſtery of the Scripture ; 
whereby I migat have been brought co a crace underflanding thereof, and 
ro have ſence the erroncoulneſlc of thoſe Autinomian dodrines, and how 
farrs thcy come ſhorc of truth, and are dcftruRive ro truth, and I in the 
end. might {weetly a been - brought; to live in the enjoyment 
of Truch.z which indced my foule much hungers after. 

-* » Secondly, it would have bcen an Argument conducing, to have canſcd 
him to have lefr his brotherly & $aint-like informa avigh ine in the 
| #3 os wall 
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Srace; that his brotherly information 
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- bl s-doftrines; remaines {till the ſame God, and is now avable; 
if be pleaſe ro inable me recant of che» Ancinomian doRtrines alſo, and 
4{Fheand Imight. fevectly have fed upon the diſcovery of divine miſtc- 
Rigs, and: I ichroagh che {aine, might have been brought to leave and 
fay farwclt -1o allchingsthat are contrary to found doftrine. 
; "Bnz truly Ifeare ,'and therefore I mourne. , that he is a ſtranger ro 
this life of Goſpel-living,'to this life of Saints (bur no wonder, its a hid- 
den,&102 milterions lite)as if appears,for where tl ereis one petition put 
up ts God, either for mc; or thole wh are {tiled Independents, there i3 
.territo/ ong,. put up to, God. and the-Parlament agaipſt-us ; torcur ba- 
niſhment ; bur here is mine and their comfort , that though through oas 
weakneſſes 'we may be baniſhed our of his and other mens tavour, yer 
they cannot baniſh us out of Gods favour, and theugh he mourne and 
muroure at our being. implyed in offices tor rheStare; and ſo-may de- 
-grade-/us. of che'ſame, yet- his murmurings eannog degrade us. of that 
which. ts-the all glory, even of dwelling ing and-injoying-all ſpiritual] 
bleflings, in heavenly places , here is joy full of glory, and I doubt not 
but this honour will remaine, ct, hjm do what he can (even the worlds 
reading and ſpelling our of Chrilt in. our bookes,when itumay nat in his, ) 
Mt, Env ar aa , :uhis booke wries,. thatL have been.jb: Effex, Suf- 
folk, and Ken;, where I have yeatod Antinomian-doRrines, icserueT 
have beenin) theſe three Counties,bur for venting eAntinomja»:doftrins, 
that: I atn 4griorant of; byt 3 humbly defire Mr. Edwards, that if he 
Writes againe., he would be wiiling to explaine what he meunes by An- 
#inomian/me,and wheremy docine was ſuch, for Suffolk be narars nar 
the particulars of my daftrare,ir may begts becauſe he knowes them no, 
Or if he doth know,its becauſc it was 2gainlt covetuouſpeſle, but it ſeems 
by the tory,cthat what dorme ſocver it were, its called by hin Antine+ 
mieniſng (wel) butif to ſer up Chrift,and to beat downe coveruouſneſle, 
befo.i did dojt, and I God will ſtill carry me forth ſo to do, and 
che: Scyjpture T there fpake from, was Act: 5. 11.:and if there. be man or 
woman-that can charge me with delivering Antinomiens dofrins:, I in | 
a brotherly manner dclire to be informeds. 
- And he faith further, thar I would have taught in publike, if the Mi- 
niſter had not bindred me; ſurely his.@rformer is fed, well, which makes 
him to informe'him any -thiage its no matter whether-they be true or 
talſe, any thing to pleaſe children; for while 1 was 03 Suffolk; which,was 
not a week , 1 taught ' foure tymes, twice onthe Lordy day, and _—_ 
: e 
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dred/by any Miniſter, as ke writes, nar was / ONE MIQUTCT IN © 
I that was moved to let me tezch,and the Towne wherein 1 was, 
was then deſtitute of a Miniſter. - SR | 
For Eſſex he ſaith, I taught in one Mr. Sparrower houſe of Colobeſter 
againſt-all baptiſm, truly ſeyerall times. I did ſpeak in. che ſaid houſe, and 
being occalioned, ' through "rhe diipute of ſome honeſt people tharare 
under baptiſm, touching the ſame, and I being engaged in the ſame di 
pute, diddeliver my ſclfe as followeth. | ) 
Firlt, viz. thar che Scripture puts a difference berween the bapriſm of 
fohx and the bapriſin ef Chriſt 3 Fob»: being of water, and Chriſts being 
of the Holy Ghoſt, according as 1s witneſſed by theſe inſuing Scriptures, 
Math 3. 11. | 
Secondly , that Johns baptiſm which was water, did end at the com- 
miag of Chriſt;.as Fohz 3. 30. and that becauſe ir manifeſted a Chriſt ro 
come unto 7/#ae!, who being already come, is ceaſed. 7obr x. 31. whinn 
I having premiſee , I gaye our my thoughts ; chat there mult be a (e- 
cond inſticution of baptiſm with water, or clſe it is not. of thar weight, 
as many of our friends take it to be , which inſticution I read not of 
in «ny part of the New Teſtament ;- I meane, that Can42z 5m 
in his perſon did: not-inſticure the fame , as I reade of ;. And in Aſarch. 
Chaps. the 28.” where my friends/conccive that'Camss T did in- 
ſticurethat| Ordinance of water which they praRtice., I conceive ir 
may as well be applicd to any orher Bapriſine as thar of the holy Ghoſt, 
as fo water, the Text not naming of water z yet notwi ing I did 
not then, nor do I now deny the praQice of it ; onely as I ſaid { 
I ſay now; by way of exhortation- deliring thoſe- my friends not to 
make ſuch a divifion about it , knowing that neither circumciſion” not 
uncircumciſion availcth any thing, ſave onely the Bapriſme of the 
Spirit, which is the New-creacure , intreating of them to lodk more 
ter the {aid baptiſine , and then would our diviſions about the former 
ceaſe ; and we being baptized by one Spirit inco one Body , ſhould 
ſweetly live in and to one another, as nagde ve of one body : Now thoſe 
my friends that were then preſence could riot give me ſatisfaction, in 
proving Baptiſme wich water to be inſtituted by-Chriſt , or in any part 
of the New ſeſtament was'given forth by him , while perſonally upea 
carth co his Apoltles ; And Pet faith , He Was not ſent to Baptize , but 


ro preach. 1 Cor.'1, 47 But if Mr, Edward' will Rene to appear 
all acknowledge 


in the proving of ic] ſhall much praiſe God foric,and 
tym to be my Father in Chriſt. " 
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| which Mr. Edwards writes I delivered inthe faid © ** 
Saint-miay ſay he i equall with Chriſt , and count itn -_ 
obbery: T eould wiſh with all my heart, thathe would (ifir 
ar errour) have done GodTo much Tervice, WWAve di 
ſpeaking out of Joh. 7. 22+ the words are therez The glory Which rhog 
haveſt me | have given thews, that by may be one , even as thou Father and 
f am one; From theſe wo: ds , after ſome time ſpent, in ſhewing 
what this gloty was jn the generall , I came to the particulars or draw» 
ing of it out in branches ; and che firſt was , Gods love the ſame. uvty rhe 
Saints as wnto Chriſt ; which I proved by many realons,, whichnow 1 
ſhall no#name : bur there being {t many Scriptures,one very per- 
tinent to the thing, I named it ; which is, Yerſ.23. Thow bait loved them 
xt thon haſt loved me. Chrilt (ers forth the Fathers love to the Saints, by 
the Fathers love to him, as thu haſt loved me 3 1 d this word (4s) 
wherein liech much, which is not now my buſineſle, onely I humbly in- 
treat Mr. Ed\vards, that if he judge it to be an crrour, that he would 
prove it ſo to be, for he leaving 2 thing neither proving nor yer diſpro- 
vg of it to be a truth, makes me with many, think chat he believes it 
tobe a truth, bur would not have the Saints to know of it , or elſe be- 
cauſe the world not being to judge of ſuch things, bur is ready ro ſpeak 
evill of dignities (even of what they know not) he preſents ic them, that 
ſo 1 might become the more edious and vile in their fight, and truly it ic 
be an errour, as I deſire him to prove , I ſhall leave it, reioycing in the 
Lord, for his love intaking me off from it. Bur blame me nocit I till 
remain in the fame j p_ (as I conceive )the Word of God 
to be my rule, provided I meet with a fair& candid interpretation of my 
xr eg Row.$. Eph.1.3. 1 J0b.4-17. But if God by any Galle ag 
Jageþ an undertian ing of theſe Scriptures, which is contrary to what I 
ring them for, I am one who am not willing to wi truth , bur 
deſire te be SEL truth in every thing , though it come but from 
the hands of the pooreſt creature under heaven, whole Schaller I am 
ready to be, when ever God ſhall teach me any thing by kim. 
A third thing which Mr. Edward: charges me withall , is how that I 
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being talking with an honeſt Chriſtian in Colcheſter, ſhould uſe this ex- 
preſſion; That it Was not id to ſay God the Father , God the Sonne, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, for t there Were three Gods; and it was de- 


manded of me, whether I ſpake this as my judgement, or onely for Ar- 
"Fument ſake ? Bur I was ſilent. 


WW ; ight to converſe with Zj and indeed many I did 
SEodd-g ht | [wee Clef, ut noto ay fem 
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was it'iny jadgeinent + bur 1 truly believe God: the Father ,.God-che 

Sonne, and'God the Holy Ghoſt, and yer but one ;: raking the ſaid. Goc 

( ) robe both onne { «< Hol Gholt',.and- t one 

», © God. the God the Sonne 4 the Holy Ghoſt; 
« myſteric, which at this time is not my work to-unfold. 

A fourth Charge js, how that I ſhould ſay , That 1 hadother peints to 
[peak of ro them, but there Was a Wolf crept in among the Fold ; ( indeed” 
Mr. Edwards was then at Colchefter) but at that time I kaew it not,nor 
didT uſe fach an expreſſion, nor had I my thoughts of him at that time, 
bur a guilty conſcience is 2 great matter, inſomuch as whar it ſpeaks,the 
man inks that all knows it , even as Thieves take Trees for men ;, bur 
if T had ſpoke choſe words, what would it afford him, if he were to (ell 
it at the beſt rate Þ Sure 1 am that if I had, I had but ſpoke the cruch for 
he would have had me complainediof ; bift he mer with few ſuch ſpirits. 
as himſalf, God be thanked tor it, for the Shephea'd ( Chriſt ) will nor 
ſuffer his ſheep<o be a-prey to the Wolf (perſecution) theretore to Him. 
be honour and-glory in.the Church. p 

Now is it not a (ad thing, that Mr. Edwards ſhould receive a (word 
ro fight againſt the anointed of the Lord , and not know wether he re- 
c2ived it the hand of truth-, and with the ſame {word cauſe the 
anointed to bleed , pricking them with it as if ic were the ſword of the 
Spirit , received by him at the hands of Truth ; when indeed and in, 
eruth ics neicher, but a Jewiſh Spear : The infirmities of the Saints is 
not that fiyord by which the Spirir _ , noit's the Word of God,and 
praver, that ſword alone which Goſp-ll Miniſters ſhould fight wichall 
againſt the Saints infirmitics, Epheſ. 6. 17. Nor is any other ſword gi- 

d of Truth to Golpell Miniſters, ſave onely the Word of 

God, Matth. 10: ro. und Chapr. 28. Epheſ. 6, 17. With which (words 

they are to fizhg againſt, nor the Saincs neither , buc their infirmtrits; 

was vt not a ſewidh Spear wherewith the Jews fought againſt Chrilt? 

{even his infirmicies) but they found none , bur (uch as they call'd infar- 

mities ? Even ſo,how Jewiſhly do men fight agaiaſt the Kings Sonnes, 

when they cake their infirmigies,nay ſuch as chey call jafirmities,to fight 

292inſt them withall ? Truly- my heart bleeds within me to conſider of 

+, and in beholding of the Kings Soanes,lying ſome beatenyſoi..c wour= 
ded, and ſome ſlain by the Kings ſervants,. well may. we call for mourn- 
mg indeed, when that Miniſters the Kings ſervants, (hall kill and flay the 
Saints,the Kings Sonnes,with a Spear: Oh what heart cannot but break 
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Had ic becn an infirmity 1n ine to have ſaid, have uy 
peat of, bue a Wolf is crept jn among the fold, yhen Chr 


L Ln Fr” y 


_ Mr, Edwards Pen no flander. 
caution to his Diſciples , Metrh. 10, 16, 17. Behold I ſend » 
forth as Sheep among ft Wolves , be ye therefore as Wiſe as Serpents , and 
innocent as Doves. Bevare of men; for they Will deliver you up to Coun- 
cels, and they Will ſcow-ge you in their Synagogues, cc, Nay and it was 
the Apoltie Pawh {till co bewareot (uch; amoogſt them that are perfect, 
decare I the things of God ina muſterie , x Cor..2. 6. And ſee how he 
| avithſtood the falic Brethren, that would have brought Pax in bondage 
- in the ule of his L:bercy, Gal. 2. 3. So truly, it's both Mr. Edwverd's du- 
ty and mine to beware of Wolves. 4 27" CN 
But I praiſe God, I did nor uſe ſuch an expreſſion, not becauſe bs 


expreſſion is not good , but becauſe thoſe people that credit all for , 

ſpell which Mr. £diverds writes, may ſee the contrary,and fo be humbled 
for it ; For truly to my griff, 1 heat-many of all ſorts, Preſbyterian as 
well as others, cry ougot his Book, faying , That vbere there u one true 
tale, there be twenty and ten falle ones ; and the parties as many as I have 
ſpoken with who are therein mentioned, are {ad to think char he ſhould 
be fo tarre blinded, 3s to be lead to ſpeak evill of thoſe , who cordially 
love the truth, and deſire to love him as them(elves. FINE 

A htch Charge is, HoW that upon November laſt I Was talking With 4 
Citizen, and told bim, that the golden Cadf, the Scriptures Was falv, and [ 
hope that all Wald be Anabaptiſts, and ſo be of my judgement. _ 

It's ſtrange, and unto me a contradiction , that I thould fo ſpeak.to 2 
namclefle Citizen, and yet my ſelf an carneſt ſeeker afcer the knowledge 
ob the ſame, and defire ro walk in every thing according to the Scripture: 
Nay further, that I ſhould hope they would be all Anabaptiſts, when as 
they fetch no ground for their practice, out of any thing bur Scripture : 
Now.that 1 ſhould be a well-willer to theſe, and yet deny Scripcure , is 
2 meer contradiction. And truly I ſpeak the truth , I do with an unfeyg- 
ned deteſtation utcerly detelt againſt ir, or any opinion that ſhall lead me 
to the queſtioning of the-rruth of Scripcure, 1n the leaſt meaſure, and am 
ſo farre from denying of it, as that when ever God. ſhall be pleaſed ro 
call me co it, I am willing to lay down my lite for the truth of ir. 

In his {1xch Charge, Mr. Edwards alſo ſpeaks of my being in Kezt ; 
Where (as he faich) 1 vented eAntinomian Doitrines : but he doth noc 
rell che particulars of it, ſo that 1 cannec give him a particular anſwet g 
onely this, if to teach Faith and Repentaneg be eLotinomianiſme, then 1 
taught it ; But he writes, how that in the Tawn of Milton in Kent ,I 
raught for the Miniſter thereof, and in my ſecond and third Sermon, de- 
livered ſtrange Antinomian dodtrines, ſo that a 159, of the people would 
not hear me,and that there was two complaints made, to the Juſtices a- 

gainſt me, whereupon they would not bas 0 Jn0 P06 -OIR o 
P R 2 _ 
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* Truly, I amby Mr. Edivardy, ſo ingaged to appeare in-publike, as that 

+ I cannot appeare ; but that will appeare with me which I know by ſome 

' willnot be well accepted of:and truly its much againſt my'vature; roerr 
any otheryyiſe then to bury all the infirmiries (of che infirmiſt bac ſeeing 

I muſt put penn to paper, I receive this charge into 4; heads, as tolloweth. 


Antinomian : dofrines &c. 

Its true I caught certaine times for Mr. Symods by name, their Mi- 
tiiſter there, and three Sermons 1 taught in his hearing, wh by him, 
was not excepted againſt , but was very wdl approved of, as will appear 
by ſufficient winds, 4f required ; and for What I taught in his abſence, 
it was no waics contradicing,' or diſagreeable wigh what I caught in his 

eo by and it there \were-a hundred and fifry (which was but ſuppo- 
td)” that did' abſenc'themſclves from hearing of me, I challenge all or 
any of thern, todiſprove by' Scripture, 6r argument, what I delivered. a- 
mongſt them, or any for them, ( Mr. Edwards if he can) for truly I am 
_ hor afraid, chat what I'delivered ſhould be brought to the touehſtone, 
GoJs: word, there to be tryed by any ; bar whar-if chere had been a 
hundred and fifty, that had abſented chemſelves from hearing of ie, ic 
would not follow,that-whacT taught was A#tinomiani/me,nay if I-or 2- 
ny ſhould judge the Presbyterian way, by that rule, it would be con- 
demned by all, ro be the Antichriſtian 'way ;- for cootident I am,.thar 
there is none; of many of the 'Presbyrerian Miniſters; but the berrer patc 
of” their pariſh abfent- ckem(clves from hearing of chem, againe ſyre I 
am, that if any did abſerirthemvlves from heating of me, if Mr. Symonds 
ſpeak the truth ro me, they 41d no more by me then they did by him:; 
his word was there that I'thould 'not be troubled at it, tor they did © 
by him, and that his oppoſers were the great ones, and indeed if Antine- 
1193 4115/8 \yas the cauſe(as alas poore people they donot know what it is) 
they had as much cauſe to abſent'from hearing of him, as from hearing 
'of me, he teaching as much Antinoms iniſme as I ranght. 

The ſecond head is, that ewo' complaints was-inade againſt me to. the 

t Juſtices, fo that they would not let me live in'the County. ; 
* * Firſt, what complaints were-made azainſt'me, thar i am jgnorant of, 
buc as Funderſtand by one'who-was intimate wittone af the Juſtices, 
they: were fach complaints , as cbuld net withonr ſhkme to'the com- 
*playner be mencipned' to me "the Jultices words were theſe, that Mr. 
2 geomreting hemp med at Aſhton, thoald depart the place, in.as much 
"a5 that be! ſhade feverall- complaints ro him agiinlk me, but when Lap- 
y , | | ke could ay nochivg.. _ Second- 
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houſe; then tobe compelled rogo to'Church-agiinſt his conſcience. + | 


viz. Firlt is, that in my ſecond and third Sexmen I delivercd {trange 
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Jer oF Afittos z for the briaging of mc befure-them, the warrant to-my» 
zeſt remembrance was to this effteR. That whereas Thomas Web living 
n the Towne of Afilron, hath boch in pabiike and private vented erroni- 
as dodrines, to the diſhonouc of Gann the deſtruion'of all religion, 
ad vilifying, of civill Magiſtraces; Theſeare to require yorg .&c. 
A. moſt ſtrange . wartant, and Þa.molt {trange-perſon, as the Juſtices 
here bath formed me ; if that mentioned in the warrant could be proved 
againſt me; bur ſee the {trangeneſle of men, I did appeare before the Ju- 
ſtices, according to their warrant, expecting to have heard a charge , ac- 
cording to what was expreſſed in the warrant,and to know my acculers, 
which was but reaſonable , and being called into the roome where the 
Juſtices was, and'two miniſters -nſtead of giving mea layfall charge ge- 
cording to what the warrant did expools, Juſtice Hindrick by name, 
would have asked me queſtions ; bur I refuſing to anſwer, he tould me 
I had divided the Towne of Milton , I deſiring ro knowy my accuers ,. he 
told me the ſecand time , that I had rwghe falſe doctrine. I ill deſiring 
to ſee my acculers , inſtead of naming any, alſo inſtead of giving me a 
charge according to the nature of the warrant, the ſaid Tultice Hindrick, 
_ me with things, which was but my opinion delivered in private; 
As firſt, chatI ſhould fay that Magiſtrates had no power in the King- 
dome of 'Gaid, and his Chriſt. The ſecond was , that I ſhould ay, That 
a Miniſter of che _ , If calt among the Jews toteach the Goſpel, 
his liberty was, to ſuffer his Convetts to be circumciſed, fot the Goſpel 
ſake, as the Apoltle Par did Timothy. Now if herein I had juſtice and 
honeſt dealing, let any man judge; whiren.as I by a warrant from the 
Juſtices was apprehended , in .which T was charged as you may read's 
and at my appearance before them ,, ſhould be charged with chat for er- 
roneous, which was but the uſe of my liberty,as a tree-born Denizon of 
England (even my opinion to certain Queries in private) not do&tinal-- 
ly deliverdd;bat meerly by way ot opinion ; if herein I had juſtice let any 
judge. Nay herein 1 ſuffered much \rongtully, in as much. as the. War. 
rang appearing with ſuch ſadcharges, did tend-much to my. hurt inrea- 
dring me odious to many honeſt atdreligious people. when as nothing 
was-nor could be proved againit me whereby, 1 did juſtly deſet ve it, bur. 
ſome ihart time after my appearance, though nothing could be proved a- 
gainſt me,the faine Juſtices iſſued forth anorher Warrant, for my depar+ 
ring the Town within ten dayesafcer the {12ht thereof, A ſhort warns 


Le 


meg, aud mdced a {ad ſentence,ywhen | had my WiteJying on her Bud-of 
| ,in ſuch a weak manner , as none thought ſhe would ever have 
riſen one of her Bed ; bur if the queition ſhould be demanded of me,why 
ry B 3 this 
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only as I may judge, it was a zeal withoar knowledge, and will withour{ 


a love was the reaſon of it; This Mr. Edwards mentions; as if fo be 1eteP* ; 
the County thfough the ſaid Warrant ; truly I would have him to know, be 
tac 1 would nor give.an Arbitrary Government ſo much foecingin En-F pay 
- land, and ir's.well known toall in the Town ; Firſt , that I was in the F©© F 
Town, three Weeks after the ten dayes were expired ; and ſecondly,thar* 
I had no: ſtirred our of che Town upon fo (light rearms, bur would have J be 
had juſtice do: on one ſide or other had 1 nor through the perſwaſians Ic 
of ſome triends in London , removed ray wife co Londsx ; hoping that 
change of Ayr-would have done her foe good. he 
Third head, [r Was better for a man to be drunkin an eAle-houſe , then oa 


to be compelled to go to Church againſt hit conſcience. Truly , there is no $ 
conſcientious man bur-hares drunkennefle, and I utterly deny that ever _ 


* TI ſpakeſach words ; nor was it ever in my thoughts , bur in the time 
r while 1 was before the Juſtices, Juſtice Hindrick demanded of me,whe- |} 
X ther he might not being in authority , compell a man from Ale-houſe to 
Church ? My anſwer was, That I thowght ( as alſo his experience might C 
witneſſe) that there Was many a man at (hwrch hich had rather be at , 
an eAle-houſe ; wherein we did agree : Yet notwithſtanding, what rhe 
Juſtices reaſon was I know not, he himſclf did endeavour togiveafalſe Gr 
incerprecation of my words (ſaying) chat 1 ſpake as Mr. Edwards indeed . 
did write ; but before we parted, I did clear my ſelf beforethem;z and | © 
yer-Mr. Edwards names it ut his Book ! which 1s neither wiſe nor jult, 


for him ro raiſe up that whichwas buricd, and that which is not true. n 
But I much blame (not Mr, Edwvard:s) but his In/ormer who was pre- - 
ſent, and if I miſtake not, a man not to be believed ; for while I was be- þ 


fore the Juſtices, he pleaded againſt me tor being an Independent, and 
yet he himſelf the next. morning , ſpeaking with an honeſt Chriſtian man 
of the ſame Town, to!d him; That the did bope the Independents Would ; 
have the day. Nay firce his leaving of the ſame Town , and being. with- 
out A e, told a Gentleman of- NeWhery , who was to ſeek ont for 
an honeſt Miniſter, that.he was an Independent ( any thing to get a Bene- 
fice) 1 might name many things , wherein 1 might prove him not ts be 
a an worthy to be believed ; but love conſtraines me for the Goſpels 
fake, rather to pitieand weep over him: then to ſpeak or do any thi 
thar may: conduce to his hurt, though he was 2 man thac ſought and 
many wayes to prejudice me ; bur { may ſay as the #i/e-wr4» ſaith, He 
# faln into that pit Which be himſelf dig ged for me ; he ſought tro make me 
odious arid in the end be himſalf became odious, fo that I ice "— 
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pn, Mr, Edwards Penne ſlander. . : OF 
xfote me, inſomach chat not one in the Town would Jodge himyex- 
x it were the Divels Shop-houles, as he bjraſelf cals chem (Ale-houſes 


| Tmean)w k made him to leave che Town, 39 whom he was then Mi- 


iſter ; bucTforbear, leaving both him and my ſelf ro God , thar it it be 
is will we may both receive his Image, whereby we may walk one to- 
rds another as becommeth Brethren. So I conclude , with an hamble 
to Mr, Edwvard:, that for the time to come, he would be pleaſcd 
belic ve none, Ict them come with whart fair pretences foever, though 
be agaioſt the Independents , but what his cyes ſeerh, and his ears hear, 
the contrary being that which gives abuſe : 

" Furſt, to the Goſpel, in that the Profeflors thereof ſhould rake up baſe 


Jand arly informatiens one againſt another,. which in theſe our days 


is the pels reproach. | 
Secondly , it gives abuſe co both the Honourable. Houſes of Parlia- 
ment: Firſt, in preſenting that unto them as Accuſations, which cannot 


with ſafety to the preſenter be depoſed of oach , as bare informations 


cannot ; but I could wiſh, ſeeing he hath pzeſcnted ſo many accuſations 
to the Honourable Houſes,they would pleaſe to call him to depoſe ir up- 
on oath ; for if nothing as an accuſation is tobe givenin toany/ inferiour 


* Court, mach leſle into that, without it can be depoſited upon oath : Se- 


condly,in the preſenting of cheſe things to the Higheſt Court in England, 
where ought to be none bur matte: s of the. highe! nature , which i not 
fic to be heard in an inferiour Court, nay ſuch things as will cauſes 
cious heart to bluſh, and ro ſtop his car in the reading of ; now 
things ſhould be preſented to che Honoarable Houſes , .vhereiliare fo 
many ſpirituall and gracious hearts | I hope 1 need not mention any 
one thing, bur I leave the Chriſtian to the reading of his book 3 - Now 
what abuſcs he hath here offered to the Honourable Houſe, let all that 
truly love them judge ? | 
In the third place, be mightily wrongs the Cauſe , whereinthoſe that 
are truly cordiall to the Parhament are deeply engaged; . Firſt, in giving 
the common enemy not onely cauſe ro blaſpheme, but alſo an advantage 
againlt us, and this he doth, by divulging abroad to the world the difte- 
rences that are amouglt us : Secondly:, he wrongs the Cauſe , which is 
this bleeding Kingdomes good, .in.char through his falſe accuſing thor, 
who are as reall for the Part 1AMENT: and this Kingdomes . good 
as himſelf (if wickout offence I may make compariſons) for 1 know that 
many who have done great ſervice for the Parliament and. Kingdome, , 
have diſlerted their ſervice ; becauſe that while they have been fighting 


againlt the common enemy ,they themſclyes have been fought x lng by 
» they have. 
been - 


tum, and others ; and tor cheir ſcrvice done the Parliament , .t 
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